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Note by the Secretariat

A prerequisite for the successful implementation of IMAP and the design of national
monitoring programmes following the ecosystem approach is bridging the existing gaps
between the scientific and policy-making spheres. Science-Policy Interface (SPI) is
considered as one of the key activities of the ECAp-MED Il project (2015-2018) under the
coordination of Plan Bleu. The strengthening of SPI operates bi-directionally by ensuring
that:

(i.) outcomes of ongoing scientific projects resulting in data collection are reflected in the
design and implementation of country-specific and regional ECAp monitoring programmes
and plans;

(ii.) the policy process supports the articulation of policy challenges in relation to
monitoring where scientific input is necessary.

Through this process, policy-making and scientific communities are made aware of mutual
needs and challenges to develop efficient sub-regional and regional monitoring policies. The
need for channelling new scientific guidance into the policy process and ensuring the efficient
use of scientific outcomes and existing knowledge in a rapid manner presents a specific
challenge for the region due to non-equal capacities among Mediterranean countries.

The following report introduces the methodology used in practice by Plan Bleu to prepare,
organize and capitalize the workshops as well as the first results and identified needs to
strengthen SPI for IMAP implementation.cbntains the three brochures (one per each IMAP
cluster) to provide Mediterranean stakeholders with key recommendations and conclusions
that emerge from workshops to support EcAp roadmap and IMAP decision implementation
by strengthening SPI.

Originaly it was published as: Plan Bleu (2018gience-Policy Interface (SPI) to support
monitoring implementation plans as well as sub-regional and regional policydevelopments
regarding EcAp clusters on pollution, contaminants and eutrophication, marine biodiversity
and fisheries, coast and hydrograp®aper 18).
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Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach
(ECAp) in the Mediterranean: concept,
objectives and means
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Part 1. Key SPI Recommandations for
Ecosystem-Based Ecological Objectives on
Eutrophication (EO5), Contaminants (EO9)
and Marine Litter (EO10)
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Part 2: Key SPI Recommandations for
Ecosystem-Based Ecological Objectives on
Marine Biodiversity (EO1) and Fisheries (EO3)
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Part 3: Key SPI Recommandations for
Ecosystem-Based Ecological Objectives on
Hydrography (EO7) and Coast (EO8)
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