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VASAB- Vision and Strategies around the Baltic 
Sea
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• Cooperation of ministers 
of Baltic Sea Region 
countries responsible for 
spatial planning and 
development

• Intergovernmental 
network founded in 1992

• VASAB Long –Term 
Perspective for the 
Territorial Development 
of the BSR 

• MSP – one of VASAB 
priorities

2030: Territorial
cohesion perspective 



Joint Efforts in MSP
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• Joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG established in October 2010

• All countries around the Baltic Sea are represented 

• Well established rules and procedures on how to work

• Guided by Ministerial level decisions 
– 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting

– 2014 VASAB Ministerial Conference



Overview on MSP Status in 
the Baltic Sea
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Pan Baltic Scope project Activitity 1.1.4.
Follow-up of Common Regional Framework
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• Overall aim: assess implementation of common 
regional MSP framework and indicate necessary 
improvements 

• Main output: Assessment and evaluation report on 
MSP Roadmap, MSP Principles and Guidelines on 
Transboundary Consultation



Principle on Transnational coordination and 
consultation
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• Maritime spatial planning should be developed in a joint pan-
Baltic dialogue with coordination and consultation between 
the Baltic Sea states

• Such dialogue should be conducted in a cross-sectoral context 
between all coastal countries, interested and competent 
organizations and stakeholders. 

• Whenever possible maritime spatial plans should be 
developed and amended with the Baltic Sea Region 
perspective in mind.

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG; Baltic MSP Forums



Guidelines on transboundary consultation, 
public participation and co-operation
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Aim - MSP are coherent across Baltic Sea basin, avoid 
misalignments and negative environmental impacts, 
promoting synergies

• Scope of transboundary consultation 

Include SEIA and broader range of MSP issues (socio-
economic)

• Timing - Establish formal process at the early stage of 
MSP



Timing of the transboundary consultation

In the same 
time with 

launch/start 
of the 

national 
process

Stocktaking/
assessment 
of current 
situation 

completed 

Main aims 
and 

objectives 
drafted

Scenarios 
or 

alternatives 
for 

maritime 
spatial use 

drafted

Draft 
version of 

the 
maritime 

spatial plan 
prepared

DEEE

FI, 
LV, 
SE

PLDK

RU

LT

DK



Guidelines on transboundary consultation, 
public participation and co-operation
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• Information and knowledge sharing
Data Expert Subgroup under HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG

• Transboundary consultation strategy 
Appropriate formats, direct communication between responsible 
authorities (National MSP contact points), stakeholders, MSP 
practitioners, face to face meetings at early stage, language 

• Organizing stakeholder involvement
Extent, methods 



Guidelines on transboundary consultation, 
public participation and co-operation
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• Informal transboundary cooperation 

Transnational MSP projects 
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